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DISTRIBUTION: 


.After thanking Mr. Macovescu- - for his own arid his Government's 
efforts, the Governor indicated he had one or two questions. . 


The first was whether the North Vietnamese understood what 
mean by our. assumption about "not taking advantage" of a bombing halt. 
Mr. Macovescu replied that he-had had four conversations with Foreign 
Minister Trinh in order to make sure that he understood in every detail 
Washington's position. At the end, he talked with Prime Minister Pham 
Van Dong. It was his impression that the North Vietnamese knew exactly 
our position as conveyed through him. ^ 


The second question was: If so, what would the North Vietnamese 
go after a bombing halt, Mr. Macovescu said that the North Vietnamese 
made no precise reply to any matters other than the general one wnich 
had been conveyed to us by Ambassador Bogdan. The North Vietnamese 
would, not discuss the "no-advantage assumption", indicating that it was 
a condition and that talks could begin only "without conditions", ine 
Cur-amor pressed him as to whether they had indicated any face-saving 
device to deal with "this assumption" in order to bridge the gap. 
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Hr. Macovescu replied, n They didn’t". All careers would have to 

bo discussed after talks began. i 

« 

t 

In reply to the Governor’s question on waat the North Viet¬ 
namese would be willing to discuss during the talks, Mr. Hacovescu 
v S ad from the text of the statement in French which the Norcn : 

Vietnamese had given him^ ending with "... enuretiendra ceo con¬ 
versations avec les Etats Unis sur les questions mteressantes _es 
deux parties." Mr. Macovescu said he was quite sure tms mean 

"interesting to either side." 

In reply to the Governor’s question as to Moscow’s and Peking s 
influence on Hanoi, Mr. Macovescu replied that both were giving^ 
assistance; that he believed that Hanoi wants to maintain i s own 
independence in judgment and action in everything it does. luruher- 
more, he explained that he had presented m both Peking and Hanoi 
the Romanian position, to which the reaction m Doth places was 
negative. He said that the Romanian Government coasiat.ec th^. 
minimal conditions" had been fulfilled by the United States and now 

it was necessary to take steps, towards discussions, ihe Governor asked 

whether the Soviets had shown any enthusiasm aoout the Romaas-su 
Native, commenting that newspapers indicated tlic-t Moscow waon 
always pleased with everything Romania did. Mr. Macovesca replied 
that he had no information or any impression on u. io qu t 

Mr. Macovescu said that the North Vietnamese had indicated a 
preference to keep the Romanian discussions secret _ The Romanian 
Government also preferred that its role not be the 

U. S. Government but pointed out there had already been pecula¬ 
tion in the press and further leaks might come from ^ diplomatic 

corps in Bucharest who already knew of his 1 rv t0 

should be prepared for the time when it mignt beco y 

acknowledge our effort through the Romanians. 

*♦ 

The Governor gave Mr. Macovescu a rundown on the failure of 

Hanoi to achieve its objectives in the recen- 1 b^o’-en 

No'military unit had defected and the Government nad not o_o^n 
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down as was expected, 
damage had been done, 
culty in eliminating 
VC-NLFo 


He admitted, however, tnet cousiderciOie 
Except for Hue, there was no great dirfi 
:he intrusions, with great loss to the 


The conversation concluded v/itn more detailed expressions of 
thanks by the Governor for the Romanian initiative -- personal on 
cue part of the Minister, as wei1 as the Government. He expressed 
appreciation for the willingness to convey rurther messages to 
Hanoi, but said that we had none at the present time. We hoped 
that the Minister and his Government would convey to us any new 
ideas they might have at any time and we would reel free uo ta_x 

with them again. 
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